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Challenging kids with infinite possibilities! 
Jonathan Leohr, an engineering and computer science teacher at Apollo High School, begins each school year by 
extending a challenge to his students: Memorize the first 100 digits of pi: π 

More than a decade ago, one student successfully completed that challenge, but nobody else ever mastered the feat. 
Until now! Here’s what Jonathan has to say about this amazing young man and his amazing accomplishment: 

“Here at Apollo High School, I have been putting forth a challenge for the last 12 years as a fun way to start each and 
every school year. I love to inspire my students to do more than they think is possible and to that end, I have challenged 
my students to memorize the first 100 digits of Pi. Pi is an irrational number with a non-ending set of non-repeating 
digits so this is not a simple feat. I did have a student complete that once but it has been around a decade since it has 
been done. This year, however, Benjamin O'Bryan not only completed the challenge but did so in just one week! He 
said he had already memorized the first 50 digits last year just to see if he could do it. Man, I wish I had more students 
like that! Anyway, when I put forth the challenge, he was re-inspired to see if he could complete my challenge. After 
just four hours of studying with an app he has on his phone, he came to school with a giant grin on his face stating, ‘I 
did it.’ 
“Part of my challenge includes the opportunity to earn extra credit, and in a college-level programming class, Benjamin 
was willing to do what was necessary to get ahead in the class. He was so eager to show what he had done, so still with 
that giant grin on his face, he strolled straight up to the board and just started writing. When he was finished, he 
confidently stated, ‘Check it.’ To my delight, it was perfect! Now I wonder, how high do I have to set the bar when I'm 
blessed with students like Benjamin O'Bryan?” 

For more information, contact DCPS Public Information Officer Lora Wimsatt 
(270) 852-7000 ext. 215    Lora.Wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us

Superintendent Matt Robbins 
matt.robbins@daviess.kyschools.us 

Phone 270-852-7000 

1622 Southeastern Parkway                  
Owensboro KY 42303 
www.dcps.org              

www.Facebook.com/DaviessCountyPublicSchools 
Twitter: @dcpsKidsFirst 

YouTube: DCPSTV 

mailto:Jonathan.leohr@daviess.kyschools.us

